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• ~5 Millions Nodes


• 12k Frames


• 1.3 Millions IMs


• 3k  Templates


• ~16.5 Millions Edges

IMKG

SO  HOT RIGHT NOW

Knowledge Graphs



The Selfish Gene

• invented by Richard Dawkins (->)


• The cultural equivalent of genes


• e.g., a song, a book


• Transmissible Units of Culture 
that replicate and mutate across 
generation

What is a Meme?



• The main plotline of Disney’s The 
Lion King is a take on 
Shakespeare’s Hamlet.


• The structure of James Joyce’s 
Ulysses is written after  
Homer’s Odyssey.


• Taylor Swift’s “Love Story” is 
written after Sheakespeare’s 
“Rome and Juliet”

Leverage Intertextuality



What is an IM?
An image or a video,  
that ironically represents  
a stereotypical situation On my way to 

present IMKG at 
ESWC



Reconizing 
Something

Laughing Ironically

Laughing 
Sarcastically

Acting 
Reckless

Been Joyful

Focus 
Deeper

Congratulate



Inception

Once 
Upon A Time In 

Hollywood 

WoWS

Django Unchained

Great Gatsby

dbc:Films_shot_in
_Tokyo

dbc:Films_set_in
_Sydney


dbc:Films_shot_in
_Paris

Leonardo Di Caprio

locatedIn

dbo:starring

Dom Cobb

Jay Gatsby
Rick Dalton

Calvin Candie

Jordan Belfort

director set

http://dbpedia.org/resource/Category:Films_shot_in_Tokyo
http://dbpedia.org/resource/Category:Films_shot_in_Tokyo
http://dbpedia.org/resource/Category:Films_shot_in_Paris
http://dbpedia.org/resource/Category:Films_shot_in_Paris
http://dbpedia.org/ontology/starring
http://dbpedia.org/ontology/starring


So it’s Linked Data



What’s so special 
about Internet 
Memes?
Let’s Get Technical



Multimodality



IMs are concise

• Frames, i.e., schematic 
representations of concepts.


• Metaphors, i.e., cognitive 
projections between domains.

Succinctness

Difficulties_in_action: factor(s) 
negatively affecting the ability to 

achieve objective

metanet
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Fluidity
IMs are subject to frequent mutations



“

Internet Memes are a 

piece of culture, 
typically a joke, which 

gains influence through 
online transmission


”

— Patrick Davison

Internet Memes



Relatability
they are not just funny, they 
are relatable…

Rejection is part of 
research



People In this Room

Italians
Ricerca



People In this Room

People with 
Italian’s 
friends



People In this Room

people who 
teach



People In this Room

millennials



People In this Room

Riccardo



IMKG Construction
Let’s Get Technical



Dissection of an Internet Meme

One does not simply analyse internet memes
d) Meme

Difficulties_in_action: factor(s) negatively 
affecting the ability to achieve objective

e) Frame

The picture is from Peter Jakson’s 2021 
movie “LOTR: The fellowship of the ring” 
where Sean Bean played “Boromir”

a) Origin

The book series “Lord Of The Ring” by J. 
R.R. Tolkien features the character 
Boromir and the fictional region of Mordor

b) Lore
One does not simply walk into Mordor
c) TemplateSomething 

is hard



• Wikidata/DBPedia, Open KG.


• Know Your Meme, i.e., 
encyclopedia of Internet memes


• ImgFlip, i.e., most popular graph 
generator

IMKG Sources



IMKG Data Model



Wikidata’s Seed IM Entity



Wikidata’s Seed IM Entity



The phrase “One does not simply walk into Mordor” originates from a 
scene in Peter Jackson’s 2001 film adaption of J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of the 
Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring.[1] In the scene, the Council of Elrond 
reveals that an evil ring must be destroyed by being thrown into the fires of 
Mount Doom, a volcano deep in the territory of Mordor. Boromir promptly 
points out the difficultly of the task by saying, “One does not simply walk 
into Mordor."

"One Does Not Simply Walk Into Mordor" (snowclone: "One Does Not 
Simply X into Mordor") is a memorable quote from the 2001 fantasy epic 
film Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring. Variants of the phrase 
are often used in image macros featuring Mordor, a fictional location from 
The Lord of the Rings franchise, or the character Boromir, who originally 
says the line in the film.

kym:one-does-not-simply-
walk-into-mordor

kym:Catchphrasekym:SnowClone

2001

rdf:type rdf:type

xsd:year
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dbp:Modor dbp:Boromir

rdf:type rdf:type

xsd:year

:fromAbout :fromAbout

http://dbpedia.org/resource/Boromir
http://dbpedia.org/resource/Snowclone
http://dbpedia.org/resource/Mordor
http://dbpedia.org/resource/Fantasy
http://dbpedia.org/resource/Epic_film
http://dbpedia.org/resource/Epic_film
http://dbpedia.org/resource/Image_macro
http://dbpedia.org/resource/Mordor
http://dbpedia.org/resource/Boromir
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kym:all-right-then-keep-
your-secrets

kym:sibling
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Vision EntityKYM’s  
MediaFrameWikidata’s Seed IM Entity DBPedia’s 

Entity
Wikidata’s 

Entity

2
2

imgflip ’s Instance

imgflip’s Template



One Does Not Simply

Become a Meme Lord



IMKG Construction Pipeline

IMs

Collection

Enrichment

Integration

Ms     
+   

entities

IMKG

Modelling

Literature  
on Internet Memes



Questions?

working on 
computational 

linguistics


working on 
computational 

memetics


